
SUMMARY OF CATEGORIES IN THE 2000 UNIFIED TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

CATEGORIES
NUMBER
and NAME

PROGRAMMING AUTHORITY FUNDING BANK
BALANCE
(Yes/No),
RESPONSIBL
E
ENTITY

RANKING INDEX OR
ALLOCATION
FORMULA

BRIEF SUMMARY, RESTRICTIONS, ETC.

1
High Priority
Interstate
Corridors

Commission approval.
Project specific.
High Priority Interstate Corridor
construction sequencing
recommended regionally by
districts.

Federal 90%
State 10%

No None Mobility projects (added capacity and new location) on High
Priority Interstate Corridors established by TEA-21 (IH 27, IH 35
and IH 69).

2
Interstate
Maintenance

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

Federal 90%
State 10%

Yes,
Districts

45% IH ESAL-Mi
10% IH Ln-MI
45% IH Ln-Mi W/Sub               
     Distress Scores

Rehabilitation (and approved preventive maintenance
measures) of existing Interstate Highway System main lanes,
frontage roads, structures, construction of HOV lanes,
rehabilitation of signs, pavement markings, striping, etc.  Funds
may not be used for the construction of new SOV lanes.

3A
National Highway
System (NHS)
Mobility

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Selected statewide based on
Cost Effectiveness Index (CEI).

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Cost Effectiveness Index
(CEI)

Mobility (added capacity) projects on NHS.  Projects ranked in
three major groups (expansions, interchanges, and new loops &
bypasses) and in three sub-groups based on population
(counties greater than 200,000 in TMAs; counties between
200,000 and 50,000; and counties less than 50,000).  Projects
prioritized by cost effectiveness index.

3B
Texas Trunk
System

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Phase 1 corridors construction
sequencing recommended
regionally by districts.  Non-
Phase 1 corridors selected
statewide based on CEI.

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Phase 1 corridor project funds
are allocated to regions based
on unfunded Phase 1 corridor
construction in the region. 
Non-Phase 1 corridor projects
ranked by CEI.

Added capacity projects on the Texas Trunk System.  Category
limited to the expansion rural highways from two lanes to four
lanes divided.  Phase 1 corridor projects are sequenced by
districts within regions having the respective Phase 1 corridor. 
Non-Phase 1 corridor projects are prioritized by cost
effectiveness index.
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3C
NHS
Rehabilitation

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

Federal 80%
State 20%

Yes,
Districts

30% Non-IH NHS ESAL-Mi
30% Non-IH NHS Ln-Mi
35% Non-IH NHS Ln-Mi w/Sub
Distress Scores
5% Square footage of bridge
deck area w/ sufficiency rating
between 50 and 80.

Rehabilitation of existing main lanes and structures on non-
Interstate portions of the National Highway System.

3D
NHS Traffic
Management
Systems

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Selected statewide based
Traffic Management Index.

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Traffic Management Index
(TMI)

Traffic management systems on NHS only in areas of air quality
attainment.  Projects prioritized by traffic management index.

3E
NHS
Miscellaneous

Commission approval.
Project specific.

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Identified Need Relatively small miscellaneous projects associated with other
mobility (added capacity) projects on NHS.  Projects prioritized
by identified need.

4A
Surface
Transportation
Program (STP)
Safety - Federal
Hazard
Elimination
Program

Commission allocation.
Statewide bank balance.
Selected statewide by federally
mandated safety indices.

Federal 90%
State 10%

Yes,
Traffic
Operations
Division

Safety Improvement Index (SII) Safety related projects - on and off state highway system. 
Projects are evaluated using three years of accident data, and
ranked by Safety Improvement Index.

4A
STP Safety -
Federal Railroad
Signal Safety
Program

Commission allocation.
Statewide bank balance.
Selected statewide from
prioritized listing.

Federal 90%
State 10%

Yes,
Traffic
Operations
Division

Railroad Crossing Index Installation of automatic railroad warning devices at most
hazardous railroad crossings on and off state highway system,
selected from statewide inventory list which is prioritized by
index (# of trains per day, train speed, ADT, type of existing
warning device, train-involved accidents within prior 5 years,
etc.)
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4B
STP
Transportation
Enhancements

Commission selection and
approval.
Project Specific.
Recommended by local
governmental entities.
Committee review.

Federal 80%
State 20% or
Federal 80%
Local 20%

No Committee Recommendation Projects above and beyond what normally is expected for
transportation enhancements - twelve general activities as
outlined in TEA-21.  Projects recommended by local
government entities, reviewed and recommended by committee,
selected by Texas Transportation Commission.

4C
STP Metropolitan
Mobility/
Rehabilitation

Commission allocation.
Allocation based on population
(1990 Census).
Bank balance to Districts.
Projects selected by MPO.

Federal 80%
State 20% or
Federal 80%
Local 20%

Yes,
Districts
& MPOs

Population Transportation needs within metropolitan area boundaries of
MPOs with urbanized area  populations of 200,000 or greater. 
Projects selected by Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(MPOs).

4D
STP Urban
Mobility/
Rehabilitation

Commission allocation.
Allocation based on population
(1990 Census).
Bank balance to Districts.
Districts / MPOs select.

Federal 80%
State 20% or
Federal 80%
Local 20%

Yes,
Districts

Population Transportation needs in urbanized areas with populations less
than 200,000 and greater than 5,000.  Projects selected by the
District in consultation with the MPO.

4E
STP Rural
Mobility/
Rehabilitation

Commission allocation.
Allocation based on population
(1990 Census).
Bank balance to Districts.
Projects selected by Districts.

Federal 80%
State 20%

Yes,
Districts

Population Transportation needs in rural areas (in cities of less than 5,000
population and outside any city limits.)
Projects selected by District.

4F
STP
Rehabilitation in
Urban and Rural
Areas

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to Districts.
Projects selected by Districts.

Federal 80%
State 20%

Yes,
Districts

30% Non-IH ESAL-Mi
30% Non-IH Ln-Mi
35% Non-IH Ln-Mi w/Sub
Distress Scores
5% Square footage of bridge
deck area w/ sufficiency rating
between 50 and 80.

Rehabilitation of highways in urban and rural areas on the state
highway system which are functionally classed greater than a
local road or rural minor collector.

4G
STP Railroad
Grade
Separations

Commission approval.
Project specific. 
Evaluated statewide by cost-
benefit.

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Vehicle & train traffic, accident
rates, vertical clearance,
roadway characteristics

Replacement of existing highway-railroad grade crossings, and
the rehabilitation or replacement of deficient railroad
underpasses on the state highway system.  Specific locations
evaluated by cost-benefits derived index (benefits such as
improved traffic flow, accident/fatality reduction).
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5
Congestion
Mitigation and Air
Quality
Improvement

Commission allocation.
Allocation based on percent of
population in non-attainment
areas.
Bank balance to Districts.
Projects selected by MPO.

Federal 80%
State 20%
or
Federal 80%
Local 20%

Yes,
Districts
& MPOs

Non-attainment area
population weighted by air
quality severity

Addresses attainment of national ambient air quality standard in
the non-attainment areas (currently Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston,
Beaumont and El Paso).  Funds cannot be used to add capacity
for single occupancy vehicles.

6A
Bridge
Replacement/
Rehabilitation -
On State
Highway System

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Selected statewide based on
Texas Eligible Bridge Selection
System (TEBSS).

Federal 80%
State 20%

No Texas Eligible Bridge Selection
System (TEBSS)

Replacement or rehabilitation of eligible bridges on state
highway system (functionally obsolete or structurally deficient).

6B
Bridge
Replacement/
Rehabilitation -
Off State
Highway System

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Selected statewide based on
Texas Eligible Bridge Selection
System (TEBSS).

Federal 80%
Local 20% or
Federal 80%
State 10%
Local 10%

No Texas Eligible Bridge Selection
System (TEBSS)

Replacement or rehabilitation of eligible bridges off state
highway system (functionally obsolete or structurally deficient).

7
State Preventive
Maintenance

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

80% Lane Miles
10% Vehicle Miles Traveled
per Lane Mile
10% Lane Miles w/Sub
Distress Scores

Seal coats and thin overlays (and other preventive maintenance
measures) to preserve existing state highway system.  Up to
20% of a district's yearly allocation can be used for non-
preventive maintenance work, provided administrative approval
is first obtained from the Maintenance Division.

8A
Rehabilitation of
Texas Farm to
Market Roads

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

30% FM ESAL-Mi
30% FM Ln-Mi
35% FM Ln-Mi w/Sub
Distress Scores
5% Square footage of bridge
deck area w/ sufficiency rating
between 50 and 80.

Reconstruction and rehabilitation of existing Farm to Market
Roads outside of urbanized areas of populations of 50,000 or
more, except for those projects on an existing Farm to Market
Road stub section into an urbanized area.  Funds (up to
$600,000) for reconstruction or rehabilitation to provide access
to new prison site.
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8B
Texas Farm to
Market Roads
System 
Expansion

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Selected statewide by cost
efficiency.

State 100% No Cost Per Vehicle Mile Construction of new Farm to Market Roads (outside urbanized
areas of 50,000 population or more).  Funds (up to $600,000)
for construction of road to provide access to new prison site.

9
State Park Roads

Commission allocation.
Statewide bank balance.
Projects selected by Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
(TP&WD).

State 100% Yes,
Transportation
Planning &
Programming
Division

None,
Selected by TP&WD

Construction and rehabilitation of roadways within or adjacent to
state parks, fish hatcheries, etc. subject to Memorandum of
Agreement between TxDOT and TP&WD.  Locations selected
and prioritized by TP&WD.

10A
Traffic Control
Devices

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

50% Non-IH Lane Miles
50% Population

Installation and rehabilitation of non-Interstate signs, pavement
markings, traffic signals, and illumination systems including
minor roadway modifications to improve operations.  Funds can
also be used to install new traffic signals as well as modernize
existing traffic signals.

10B
Rehabilitation of
Traffic
Management
Systems

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

Sophistication of equipment
installed, type of control center
and miles of system under
control.

Rehabilitation and maintenance of operational traffic
management systems.
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11
State District
Discretionary

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.
Rider 41 to TxDOT’s
apportionments, Article 7 of
House Bill 1, passed by the 75th
Texas Legislature requires a
minimum $2 million allocation to
each TxDOT district.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

70% Vehicle-miles traveled     
      on/off system
30% Registered vehicles
(Each district receives a
minimum $2 million allocation)

Miscellaneous projects on state highway system selected at the
district's discretion.

12
Strategic Priority

Commission approval.
Project specific.

Federal 80%
State 20% or
State 100%

No None,
Selected by Transportation
Commission

Commission selected projects which promote economic
development, provide system continuity with adjoining states
and Mexico, or address other strategic needs as determined by
the commission.

13A
State Funded
Mobility

Commission approval.
Project specific.

State 100% No None,
Selected by Transportation
Commission

Commission selected projects on state highway system
developed without federal participation.

13B
Hurricane
Evacuation
Routes

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Recommended by consensus of
coastal districts.

Federal 80%
State 20% or
State 100%

No None,
Recommended through the
consensus of coastal districts.
Selected by Transportation
Commission.

Expansion, reconstruction, rehabilitation, etc. of hurricane
evacuation routes to increase safety, access and mobility for
transportation of people and goods in coastal areas in
emergency situations.

13C
NAFTA
Discretionary

Commission allocation by
formula to border districts.
Bank balance to districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

Allocation based on the
number of border crossings
existing or under construction

Projects on the state highway system to address immediate
demands on transportation infrastructure in border area
districts because of projected increases in international
trade resulting from ratification of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
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13D
Urban Streets

Commission allocation.
Allocated by population in
urbanized areas.
Bank balance to MPOs.
Projects selected by MPO.

State 80%
Local 20%
(on
participating
items of
work)

Yes,
MPOs

Allocation based on urbanized
area population

Reconstruction, restoration and added capacity of certain city
streets (classified as collector or higher) in urbanized areas with
populations of 50,000 or more.  Reconstruction and added
capacity projects must be developed to American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Official’s (AASHTO)
standards.

14
State
Rehabilitation

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
Districts

30% Non-IH ESAL-Mi
30% Non-IH Ln-Mi
35% Non-IH Ln-Mi w/Sub
Distress Scores
5% Square footage of bridge
deck area w/ sufficiency rating
between 50 and 80.

Rehabilitation needs on non-Interstate portion of state highway
system.  Rehabilitation might not qualify for federal funding. 
Roadway must be rehabilitated to applicable design standards.

15
Congressional
High Priority
Projects

Commission approval to
participate.
Projects listed in TEA-21, ISTEA
or other Federal legislation.

Federal 80%
State 20%

No None Projects listed in TEA-21, ISTEA or other Federal legislation.

16
Miscellaneous -
Railroad Grade
Crossing
Replanking
Program

Commission allocation.
Statewide bank balance.
Selection based on conditions of
riding surface.

State 100% Yes,
Traffic
Operations
Division

Condition of crossing's riding
surface and cost per vehicle
using crossing

Replacement of rough railroad crossing surfaces on the state
highway system (approximately 140 installations per year
statewide).  Projects selection based on conditions of the riding
surface (highway, railroad and drainage) and cost per vehicle
using the crossing.

16
Miscellaneous -
Railroad Signal
Maintenance
Program

Commission allocation.
Statewide bank balance.
Contributions to maintain
signals.

State 100% Yes,
Traffic
Operations
Division

Number of crossings and type
of automatic devices present at
each

Contributions to each railroad company based on number of
crossings and type of automatic devices present at each
crossing.
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16
Miscellaneous -
Construction
Landscape
Program

Commission allocation by
formula.
Bank balance to districts.
Projects selected by districts.

State 100% Yes,
District

Varies between programs. New landscape development projects such as typical right-of-
way landscape development, rest area/picnic area landscape
development, and erosion control and environmental mitigation
activities.

16
Miscellaneous
(Federal)

Commission approval to
participate.
Federal allocations.

Federal
100%
or
Federal 80%
State 20%

No None Federal programs such as Forest Highways, Indian Reservation
Highways, Federal Lands Highways, and Ferry Boat
Discretionary.

           17
State Principal
Arterial Street
System (PASS)
(Contains both
PASS and PASS
Metro Match)

Commission approval.
Project specific.
Pre-ISTEA program.

State 100%
or
State 50%
Local 50%

No None Only projects which were approved in the previous Urban
System / Principal Arterial Street System (PASS) programs.

18
Candidate
Turnpike Projects

Commission approval upon
recommendation of the Texas
Turnpike Authority Board or
appropriate tolling entity.
Project specific.

Federal,
State,  Local,
Private and
Revenue
Bonds.
Participation
varies on
individual
projects.

No Projects are categorized by
level of feasibility analysis,
debt coverage ratios and bond
rating.

Turnpike projects are generally considered when other methods
of tax funding are not readily available and a potential revenue
stream exists.


